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SUBJ: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF NON-MOSLEMS 

REF RIYADH 514 

1 . USLO HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY MALCOLM QUINT, RIYADH REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF ARAMCO, CONCERNING CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF NON- 
MOSLEMS. ARAMCO HAS SEVERAL EMPLOYEES OF VARIOUS NATIONALITIES 
IN PRISON AWAITING LASHINGS, AND A PENDING GAMBLING AND THEFT 
CASE IN DHAHRAN INVOLVING A PHILIPPINO NATIONAL IN WHICH THE 
PROSECUTOR HAS DEMANDED AMPUTATION. 

2. QUINT HAS REGULAR ACCESS TO INTERIOR MINISTRY DEPUTY 
MINISTER IBRAHIM AL-AWAJI. WITH WHOM USLO ALSO ENJOYS GOOD 
RELATIONS. QUINT STATED THAT THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR HAS 
TURNED OVER TO THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS THE RESPONSIBILITY 
TO DECIDE IF EXPATRIATES SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO CORPORAL 
PUNISHMENT. THIS PROBLEM WAS PASSED ON BY THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS TO THE COUNCIL OF ULEMAS, OR LEARNED HOLY MEN, 

TO DECIDE THE GENERAL QUESTION OF APPLICABILITY OF SHARIA 
LAW AND ITS PENALTIES TO NON-BELIEVERS. THIS HAS ALREADY 
BEEN REPORTED BY USLO IN REFTEL. QUINT FURTHER STATED 
THAT THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR FORMALLY RECOMMENDED THAT 
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DEPORTATION AUTOMATICALLY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR LASHINGS IN 
ANY CASE INVOLVING NON-MOSLEM OFFENDERS. THIS HAS NOT 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN REPORTED. 

3. ARAMCO IS STRIDENTLY AGAINST THE IMPOSITION OF 
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT ON NON-MOSLEMS. IT WILL CONTINUE TO 
SEEK SPECIAL TREATMENT FOR ITS EMPLOYEES, WHATEVER THE 
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EVENTUAL COUNCIL OF ULEMA RULING, DUE TO THE SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND HARDSHIPS ENDURED BY ITS NON-MOSLEM 
EMPLOYEES IN THE KINGDOM. 

4. COMMENT: PRAGMATIC MININT DEPORTATION RECOMMENDATION 
WILL NOT NECESSARILY CARRY MUCH WEIGHT WITH CONSERVATIVE 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS. WHATEVER THE DECISION, IT IS NOT 
LIKELY TO BE MADE IN HASTE. LASHINGS TO DATE HAVE GENERALLY 
OCCURRED IN MORE REMOTE AREAS CHARACTERIZED BY STRONG LOCAL, 
CONSERVATIVE ATTITUDES AND PONDEROUS COMMUNICATIONS WITH 
THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. MININT IS RELUCTANT TO INITIATE 
FULL-SCALE CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF NON-MOSLEMS WITHOUT 
FORMAL DECISION OF ULEMAS AS IUSTIFICATION. EVEN THEN 
CONSIDERABLE OPPOSITION TO ITS USE WILL REMAIN. 

GRANINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978RIYADFI00636 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78031 5-0389 
Format: TEL 
From: RIYADH 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978081 12/aaaadpww. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a7216b59-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 RIYADH 514 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1576937 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF NON-MOSLEMS 
TAGS: CASC, CARR, US, SA, UK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a7216b59-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



